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ALMANACK

For the Year, 1728.
Being the First ever Printed in that Colony.

‘Carefu]ly reproduced in exact facsimile,

by means at that time Unknown, without sensi-

ble Alteration, from the Single Copy which, it

is believed, has survived the permutations of
One Hundred and Eighty-Four Years;

Together with a Brief Account of Fames Franklin the Printer,
who was persecuted for the Expression of his Opinions in
Boston, and found a more Congenial Home at the Mouth of

Narragansett Bay.

The ALMANACK

By Poor ROBIN (Alias 7. F.)
And the Account by a Later Hand.

The Whole made possible by the Courtesy of the Librarian to
THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

' s and the A/ ] L under the iof Will,; Chatterton,
Exp Typeg., and to be had at the J’OHN CAR ‘I'ER BROWN Library near the
Southeagt corner of the Middle Campus of The University in Providence, 1911,




THE judicz’om READER

Will perceive on the following pages much beside 4 Counter-

feit Presentment of An Old Almanack. 'This little book
revives for a later Generation the thoughts and habits of a
simpler Age. It shows, better than many pages of written
History, how greatly the life of New-England has changed
during the nearly two Centuries which have intervened since
its Original ‘Appearance.

Fames Franklin was one of the Procession of Bostonians
who have followed the trail blazed by Roger Williams, and
whose removal to Rhode Island was agreeable to both Com-
munities. He was possessed of a Press and Type, and so far
as known a respectable Reputation, in Boston, when in the
Year 1720 a change in the Political Complexion of that Town
gave to a rival Printer the work, previously enjoyed by
Franklin, of getting out the Newspaper issued by the local
Postmaster. A few months later appeared The New-England
Courant, in which Franklin undertook to even accounts with
those who were not his friends. He gathered a Group of
congenial Spirits, who came to be known to some who did
not approve of them as ¢« The Hell-Fire Club.”” With their
assistance, Franklin introduced Yellom-Fournalism into
Boston. The new paper soon had the whole Town talking
about its exposures of official mismanagement and its portrayal
of social short-comings. The following pages suggest that if
James Franklin wished to be unkind, he may have used ex-
pressions which undoubtedly irritated those about whom he
was writing.

It was the Age of Swift and Addison and Steele, of
Spectators and Tatlers; and their New-England contempo-
raries possessed all the virility and audacity of the times.
The Courant opposed whatever it thought that the ruling
Hierarchy favoured. When Cotton Mather and the other



leading Ministers came out on behalf of the newest medical
innovation, Innoculation against the Smal/-Pox, the Courant
ardently championed the side of the regular Practitioners who
opposed this unheard-of Trifling with the Image of God.
In Politics it was against the Administration, which bided its
. time until the pestering sheet overstepped the bounds and laid
itself open to Discipline.

The first attempt to suppress it failed, because the Authori-
ties discovered that the Townspeople believed the Courant to
be in the right when it accused the Officials, or some of their
influential Supporters, of having too friendly an interest in a
Pirate Craft which was operating off. Boston Harbour. A
few Weeks later, however, the Legislature took decisive
Action, and Voted : ¢¢ The Tendency of the said Paper is to
<¢mock Religion, and bring it into Contempt, that the Holy
¢« Scriptures are therein profanely abused, that the Reverend
<< and faithful Ministers of the Gospel are injuriously reflected
<<on, His Majesty’s Government affronted, and the Peace
<<and good Order of His Majesty’s Subjects of this Province
<« disturbed ; ** wherefore Franklin was forbidden to print
anything more until he had received permission from the
designated Official.

The next week’s paper came out as usual, and Franklin
was at once arrested. In the following issue, he announced -
that he had dropped the Undertaking, and that the Paper
would be continued by a new Publisher, who was none otlier
than his younger Brother, the more famous Benjamin, then
an Apprentice in the Printing Shop.  The Subterfuge served its
purpose, and the Coyrant ran on until the summer of 1726.

Some months later, Fames Franklin removed his belong-
ings to Newport and set up his Press on Zi/linghast’ s Wharf.
There, before the end of the Year 1727, he printed ¢ Jonn
HamMETT’s Vindication and Relation . . . Of his withdraw-
ing from the Baptis£’s Communion ; Of his uniting to

M



them again; Of his separating himselt wholly from the
Baptists, and joining himself in Unity to the People called
Quakers;>’ and the ALmanack now reproduced. These
were the First-Fruits of the first Rhode Island Press.

The only copy of this ALmMaNacKk now known to be in
existence belongs to the Library of Congress, which bought
it at the sale of George Brinley’s collection in 1878. It then
lacked the last leaf. A few weeks ago Mr. Alfred B. Page,
of the Massachusetts Historical Society Library, identified a
stray leaf which had been found at the Bostor Public Library
as the missing portion of this identical copy of the 1728
Rhode Island Almanack. The Officials at the Boston Library
at once took the necessary steps, and the lost Member is now
once more united to the Body from which it had been so
long separated. )

The Author of the Armanack signs himself ¢¢ Poor
" Robin.”” There can be little doubt that this was in reality
the pen-name of the Printer-Publisher, Fames Franklin, who
possessed a goodly share of the Intellectual Originality and
Literary Facility which marked the Genius of his younger
Brother. ‘The occasional scraps of Philosophy and the sen-
tentious Phrases which are crowded into the vacant spaces of
the Calendar bespeak a common Parentage with the more
familiar Sayings of ¢¢ Poor Richard.”” It is not a hazardous
Suggestion that both Robin and Richard acquired their habits
of keen Observation of Men and Affairs from a common
source, a hard-headed Father and a shrewd Mother given to
speaking her Mind.

PriLosnsTORICUS..
Ex Bib. Joh. Car. Brun.
17, Novem. 1931,
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For the Year, 17238.
J Being Biffextile, or Leap-Year.

Carefully fitted, and exall<
calculated to the Meridian of
NEWPORT on Rbade-ljlahd?
Whofe Latitude North is 41 gr.
30 m. Longitude from Lon{

don, 72 grs.

Bat may without fenfible Error, ferve all Parts]
of NEW-ENGLAND.
Being the firft ever publithed for that Meridian

By Poor _ROBIN.

NEWPORT. Printed and Sold by !-‘unl%

lLin, at_his Printing-Houfe on ZillinghaS#"
anrf, near the Union-Flag Tavern 172 8.




o my lving Countrymen in the Colom)
" of Rhode-Ufland, &c. '

HAVING in my younger Years devoted fom
Leifure Hours to the Study of the Mathems
ticks, more efpecially that Part of it whi
led me to the Contemplation of the heavenl;
3 and beinz now. importuned by fome Per
fons ot Note in Colony, ] have here prefen
you with af Almanaek for-the enfuing Year, fiteed
o the Meridian of Newport ;5 which containa tht

_ th

the neigh ms Colonys, Judgment of

cather, Spring Tides, and exat Time

Water in the Harbour of Newpott, And

e fake of fome who keep Days holy, and otl

ho keep HolysDays, .1 have inferted the Sain

l’y?l'. and other Holy-Days of the Church of

an .

Tho’ 1 have ven you m| Name,

[ affure yoa 1 nh?veﬁhad yone &% art
an hundred Yearss and I know of no Neceffi

r parting with it at this Time, fince I

( Almanack will anfwer . all the Ends defign’

thout that Expence. So, withing you a hap,

Yeary bid you adien.
Poor ROBIN,|
ewport, Aug. 30. 1727

VENUS is Morning Star until the 121h of 4w
» then Evening Sear to che Year’s end.
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eth great Srore of Wind and Rain to come
from thofe Parts. If Sheep do blear, play or
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telleth that the Rain fhall continue many Days
after, 1f Salt or powder'd Meat be more moift
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_Moming, unlefs it be hindred by the wind, it
is 2 Sign of Rain. When the Fire fends forth
its Elames waving, or that it fparklc more than
ordinary, it is a Sign of windy weather. The
Seas cafting out great flore of Foam, is 2 ma-

nifeft Token of ftormy winds. If great Clouds
. are
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you fhortly after have Store of winds.

When

the Beams ot the Sua be red and broad, .and .
pierce the Clouds like Darts, they foretel winds.
The Hedge-Hog hath commonly two Holes or

Vents
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‘Vents in his Den or Cave, the one towards
the South, the other towards the North 5 look.
~which of them he ftops, thence will great
Storms and Winds follow. If the Sun continue.
bot and fcorching many Days together, it is a
Token of winds to continue long. If the Bﬁ;s <
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prevent thar
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fly far from their Hives, it is a Sign of foul
weather. When Oxen bite their Fore Teeth, it
is a manifeft Token of foul weather to follow,
If fmall Clouds difperfed and fcatrered abroad,
appear in clear weather, it isa Token that foul
weather following fhall laft long. The bluftes-
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fing and Noife of leaves.and Trees, in Woods
or othesr Places, is a Token of foul Weather.
If litcle Flies or Gnats be fzen to hover rogether
about the Beams of the Sun, before it fer, and
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Pillar, iv is a fure Sign of fair_weather. '-C\;V hgn
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Clouds in the Air are feen todecline downwards,
it doth foretel fair weather. If Oxen be feen
1o ly along upon the left Side, it'is a Token of
fair weather. When the Owl ferietcheth in
--foul weather, it is 2 Token of fair weather at
Hand. If it lighten to the Air, the weather

being



